Let’s make a deal at Softworld

Terrorism cuts
attendance, but
the focus stays
on strategic
alliances

Gillian Shaw

world 2001 as delegates head-

ing to Vancouver from
around the world refuse to let the
attacks of Sept. 1l get in the way
of building a brave new world —
electronic version.

While attendance is expected
to reach only 500, down from a
high of 800 in earlier years, the
delegates who do come for the
three-day event, starting Nov. 4,
will be looking to make deals.

“The focus this year is on
strategic alliances, that’s the path
to happiness,” said Sean O’'Ma-
hony chief executive officer of
Bitmovers (www.bitmovers.
com), a Vancouver wireless soft-
ware startup.

“My personal opinion is that in
10 years from now there will be
maybe 25 software companies on
the planet — it will be like the
car industry and you'll have to
make partnerships to survive.”

With other conferences having
been cancelled in the wake of
Sept. 11, O’Mahony said Soft-
world offers British Columbia
companies an opportunity to
make international connections
without having to put people on
planes or pay hotel bills.

“There are still key people
coming and, for the price of
entry, you have a chance to meet
them,” O’Mahony said. “I want to
meet the Sun [Microsystems]
people — but the chances of me
trying to do that on my own and
finding the right person is almost
zero and getting in front of them
is even less.

“But they’ll be in Vancouver
and with a bit of luck they’ll be
sitting next to me at one of the
events.”

O’Mahony is a director and
vice-president of the newly
formed Wireless Innovation Net-
work of B.C., which makes its
debut at Softworld 2001. WIN-
BC is an industry group of start-
ups that is collaborating in an
effort make deals that would oth-
erwise be too large for them to
take on individually.

O’Mahony said there are about
60 startups in the wireless space
in B.C., all with fewer than 50
employees and all less than three
years old.

The companies have the
advantage of being small, nimble
and innovative, but they don’t
have an infrastructure for mar-
keting and sales.

It’s business as usual for Soft-
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IAN LINDSAY /VANCOUVER SUN
Intrinsyc Software’s Derek Spratt, chairman for Softworld 2001, says conference has a tighter focus for this, its 10th year.
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